THE TrRIPOLI ProOJECT AT OIB

Transforming Urban Worlds: Local Agency and Material Culture in 19" and early 20" Century
Tripoli

In late 2006, a major research project on the city
of Tripoli (Lebanon) officially began, supported
by the German Research Foundation (Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft) and the Orient Institute
Beirut. The project, which involves three PhD
students (a historian, an architectural historianand
a building archaeologist), covers many aspects of
the history of Tripoli but focuses on city and society
In the 19th century. Its main focus is to examine
how modernity was expressed and experienced in
different fields of dally life by diverse social strata
within a local ‘peripheral’ context.

The project:

As part of a cooperation between the Orient
Institute Beirut, the Freie Universitat, Berlin, the
Technische Universitat, Berlin, the Deutsches
Archaologisches Institut, Berlin, the Aga Khan
University, London and the Lebanese University,
an interdisciplinary research group is looking at
the urban fabric of Tripoli in the 19th and early 20th
centuries under the combined aspects of material
culture and social history. The project observes a
micro-historical approach that takes local actors
Into consideration; it aims at analysing complex
transformations of society and its urban spaces
(Lebensraume) in Tripoli at a time that would have
profound consequences for the entire Middle East.
Tripoli is especially rich in sources, boasting an
almost complete corpus of Ottoman court records
(1666-1914) and a city centre with a great number
of historical residential and commercial buildings
still intact. Using these texts as a basis, changes
In society and the concomitant processes of
alteration in urban structure and architecture will

O-"“"’r‘/.fﬁ-f- g ?

i g

t’i&’)‘-"—-") ’C”"“'"c‘f‘!’/’vﬁ"u’,—/ U”!”"{"{M”{f ’/J"‘/w»”ﬁ'//‘p

)L""'f’r""’u‘fu-’yt -’_‘M"fb/fu‘_ﬂ L{UJ,&, ,/’.-y/.{fu —/ .-n;/../’//"

v "‘"" ‘ﬂ‘-ﬂ’wﬂlﬂ"’/l.y..id by 1alsait 0L ﬂ’o‘ﬂ”f'/ﬂ-'*‘f””
d”j o’-;,-w,-/ brf/uﬁadfﬂfwtﬂerj w-v;’f-/ﬂ-'l e ‘j,"

: ‘w.;'-)t” 2 ‘-"’U’!“Gp b‘/li’)’u’/\-"”*" ,pf/l,}/_ifd,._g';/,/..s/,/’!ﬁ

lp; ..n)zf/;u,.féb /,'M.:,,,u'd/,v/ i ;,z.m‘,ﬁ ;/wﬁgi%
M ) ,.K,,b;.-a,-;f PRSP P §II b B dm)}f YA

;,u}u
TJ“"’Jf—/u‘,M»J P ’J"‘/ il e i
OB st

= d:b‘z-’u*’u””//"”" Wy
St Jer s
"»/qub ,!,',:,J’J:—'wa' s ”’”qu,gue/;.bﬂ//ﬂb’f
dvus/..m 4//’/ i g bol iy “"-’jfjf &’;8.,“,, A/fp u////’
S L st

* /J’w/mij'é
016230 b I "V/@meﬂt%'} Ailiulss

~YA J.-u;{ e, !;‘_,Jf/
s
L)l 3 51 V7 ‘;’H’“"’-”/’I&/ ’
R
"ﬁ'—”"‘#) L Ll /;;Jt;hb:df‘.’uu“’bb
& ’r”w_/w/mu&&bm,:ﬂ’w.-ucé:g W,’ af/(.'
s (,.,-{p y,//,ﬂ /f..-ef/o/-./;/w.u.@/tga
i 71 V)30 u,-uu,f,J/ ¢ ‘,{/! b’u/..g,/;
/é’r p‘&vmwy ”"},’i’«;’i” _ ke

.(-‘f"wb | . %J/ﬂ /ﬂ’ﬁq‘-'

Court record out of volume 36 with reference to Suq Haraj
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Horse tramway for public transports in Tripoli (by courtesy of W.-D. Lemke )

be reconstructed and analysed. A combination
of methods drawn from social, cultural and
architectural history will allow an investigation of
Individual actors andtheir social practice withintheir
urban worlds (DWELLING, WORK and PUBLIC
SPHERE). Abroad range of local actors emerge as
the protagonists of these changes, allowing a better
understanding of the transformation of society and
its public and private spheres in a Middle Eastern
provincial town. The research project is based on
the assumption that change in the 19th century
followed local rhythms; in the Ottoman provincial
areas they therefore did not adhere to the usual
periodisation of the reform era, which is geared to
the development in the centre.
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Permanent research group

Karla Borner (PhD candidate TU Berlin): Residential Buildings in
Tripoli

Juren Meister (PhD candidate DAI Berlin): Commercial Buildings in
Tripoli

Christian Sassmannshausen (PhD candidate FU Berlin): Tripoli
during the Ottoman Reform Period

Stefan Weber (Assistant Professor AAKU-ISMC): Tripoli before the
Ottoman Reform Period)

Applicant Body

Professor Gudrun Kramer (Freie Universitat, Berlin)

Professor Dorothée Sack (Technische Universitat, Berlin)

Dr. Ulrike Wulf-Rheidt (Deutsches Arch&ologisches Institut, Berlin)

Professor Stefan Weber (AKU-ISMC, London)

Lebanese Hosting Institution

Orient Institute Beirut

The Municipality of Tripoli supports the project and provides an
office for the field campaigns.
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