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was not involved in the 1970 coup, since he first arrived in Oman to head the air
force in 1974. Moreover, the town of Tanuf was not bombed by the British RAF
in 1957 but dynamited on the direct orders of the sultan.

There 1s a wealth of information and insight between the covers of this book,
and a solid grounding in comparative politics theory, which makes 1t unfortu-
nate that the ‘trees’ sometimes tend to get lost in the ‘forest” of convoluted
political science jargon. One might quibble with the author’s negative view
of social cohesion and his contention that cleavages are growing rather than
diminishing. But he makes a valid point that the perpetuation of these cleavages
has been deliberately manipulated to the regime’s advantage. In particular, he
contends that Dhufar’s integration into the Sultanate remains ephemeral and
crucially dependent on Sultan Qabus’s personal ties to both parts of the
country (although his paternal family is from the north, Qabus was born 1n
Dhufar and his mother was Dhufari). Given the progress in melding north
and south over the past 30 years or more, and given Dhufar’s untenable alterna-
tives of adhering to Yemen or going it alone, this conclusion may be too
pessimistic.

Despite the reservations observed above, this is an important work and it pro-
vokes a multitude of questions and thoughts about the nature of the Qabus
regime in Oman, its impact on the development of the Omani state since
1970, and a glimpse of the legacy that Qabus will leave his country. It makes
an excellent starting point for further inquiry.

J. E. PETERSON © 2011

NOTE

|. Marc Valeri, Le sultanat d’Oman: Une révolution en trompe-1’ceeil. Paris: Karthala,
2007.

Stefan Weber. Damascus: Ottoman Modernity and Urban Transformation
(1808—-1918). Vol. 1: Text, Vol. 2: Catalogue. Proceedings of the Danish Institute
in Damascus, Aarhus University Press, Copenhagen, 2009. pp. 463 and pp. 657.
Index. Illust. Maps. Notes. Bibliog. Hb. €201.95. [SBN 9 7887 7934 4242

These are magnificent volumes, with the quality of scholarship and presentation
that will last a century. Stefan Weber has studied the buildings of the late
Ottoman Empire and has recorded every building of note built in the last













